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BOOK NOTES
Colorado Foundation for Water Education, Citizen's Guides, Colorado
Foundation for Water Education, Denver, Colorado (2005); 3 3 pp;
free; ISBN 0-9754075-0-3, paperback or online.
Created in 2002, the Colorado Foundation for Water Education is
Colorado's only statewide non-profit, non-advocacy organization
formed to promote better understanding of Colorado's water resources and issues by providing balanced and accurate information
and education. The Colorado Foundation for Water Education publishes a series of short, educational booklets, the Citizen's Guides, designed to provide Colorado citizens and practitioners with balanced
and accurate foundational information on a variety of subjects related
to water resources. The Citizen's Guides provide succinct, current
summaries of relevant areas of water law in Colorado and are quite
useful for law students, practitioners, and those interested in the area
of water law. The Colorado Foundation for Water Education provides
the booklets in PDF format on their website free of charge. Hardcopies are also available for purchase through their website's online store
at http://cfwe.org or by calling (877) 426-4434 or (303) 377-4433.
Discounts are available as a membership benefit.
The Citizen's Guide to Colorado Water Law, authored by Colorado Supreme Court Justice Gregory Hobbs Jr., serves as a useful desk reference discussing the basics of Colorado water law. This Citizen's Guide
traces water law through its historical development to its application
today. This Citizen's Guide provides the groundwork for Colorado
water law articulating the fundamentals of the prior appropriation system, tributary and non-tributary groundwater, beneficial use, domestic
preference, water waste and return flows, efficiency of water diversions,
conjunctive use, abandonment of water rights, and over-appropriation.
This Citizen's Guide offers quick summaries on the Colorado and federal agencies that handle water rights and water quality along with the
judicial process for water rights and decrees. This Citizen's Guide discusses surface and ground water allocation and regulation, helping
readers to understand concepts such as interstate compacts and federal
laws. Also, this Citizen's Guide addresses environmental protection
and its relationship with water law. Near the end of the booklet, this
Citizen's Guide provides a useful chronology of water law, glossary, and
reference list.
The Citizen's Guide to Water Quality Protection, authored by Paul D.
Frohardt of the Colorado Water Quality Control Commission, tackles
the complex system of water quality laws and regulations. Intended as
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a useful desk reference, this Citizen's Guide addresses Colorado's history of water quality development and how the state decides to set the
levels of expectation for "clean" water and what rivers are healthy for
fish and what lakes are safe for swimming and other outdoor recreation. The discussion of water quality issues specific to Colorado and
the Rocky Mountain Region from mining, to road maintenance, to
pesticides and fertilizers from farming is especially instructive. This
Citizen's Guide provides quick summaries on the methods used to
monitor and assess water quality, how polluted waters are cleaned up,
and how pollution is controlled. This Citizen's Guide addresses the
risks and investigates the solutions to Colorado's water quality problems in a succinct, informative way. The glossary, reference, and contact list are also helpful at the end of the booklet.
The Citizen's Guide to Colorado Water Conservation, authored by Nancy
Zeilig, looks at the core dilemma of all water use in Coloradomultiple water users with diverse needs and goals that must share limited, fluctuating supplies. This Citizen's Guide discusses current water
conservation technologies, incentive programs, regulations, and policies that promote efficient water use in Colorado. This Citizen's Guide
addresses both the short-term strategies that promote water conservation to reduce use and stretch existing supplies and long-term responses for a demand that is ever increasing. This Citizen's Guide illuminates efficient water use techniques for homes and cities, commerce and industry, and agriculture. This Citizen's Guide serves as a
useful reference for Colorado residents or practitioners who need a
balanced overview of the opportunities and challenges of water conservation in Colorado today. The end of this Citizen's Guide provides a
useful reference list of books and Internet publications and sites.
The Citizen's Guide to Colorado Water Heritage draws together the expertise of six prominent historians and scholars from throughout
Colorado and the West: Gregory Hicks, Jared Orsi, Devon Pena, Steven
Schulte, Dick Stenzel, Michael Welsh, and Ken and Ruth Wright. This
Citizen's Guide focuses on the theme of how water has shaped Colorado's culture, history, identity, and community. Focusing on Colorado's first 100 years, this Citizen's Guide highlights the heritage of
each of the major river basins throughout the state. Revealing Native
American, Hispano, and Anglo contributions, this Citizen's Guide explores Colorado's water legacy today. This Citizen's Guide provides a
useful historical context for Colorado citizens or practitioners interested in water resource issues, as well as serving as a valuable teaching
aid. The foldout timeline of Colorado's water heritage provided at the
end of the booklet is especially helpful.
As a follow-up to Citizen's Guide to Colorado's Water Heritage, the Citizen's Guide to Colorado Environmental Era extends the exploration to recent years-labeled the "environmental era." Uniting six prominent
historians, authors, and environmentalists, this Citizen's Guide dis-
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cusses how the environmental movement has shaped Colorado's culture, communities, and landscape. From the Clean Air and Clean Water Acts to the Endangered Species Act, this Citizen's Guide demonstrates how the era of environmental regulation has changed the way
that Colorado residents do business and manage water. This Citizen's
Guide highlights the stories of several specific efforts to return Colorado waters to natural rivers and streams and ensure their future protection.
Authored by Neil Grigg of Colorado State University, the Citizen's
Guide to Where Your Water Comes From, explains how weather patterns

and aquifers supply water for use in Colorado. This Citizen's Guide
summarizes the complex distribution systems developed by Colorado
over the last 150 years to deliver water to agriculture, parks, and
household taps. This Citizen's Guide discusses the two natural sources
of water, rivers for surface water and underground aquifers for
groundwater, and how they are recharged with an annual supply of
water. Emphasizing the role of human intervention for more efficient
use, this Citizen's Guide depicts the infrastructure constructed to divert, collect, convey, treat, and distribute water. This Citizen's Guide
also articulates the community approach of utilities, water districts, and
other organizations that handle the variety of tasks necessary to deliver
water for agricultural, municipal, industrial, or environmental use.
Caitlin Quander

E.C. Pielou, Fresh Water, University Of Chicago Press; New Ed edition
(2000); 275 pp; $15.00; ISBN 0-226-66816-9 soft cover.
Fresh Water tells the story of water from a scientific perspective. Part
hydrology, part biology, and part geology, Fresh Water focuses on the
natural processes that make up the water cycle. Groundwater is explored first, followed by flowing water, then lakes, dams, wetlands, and
finally, water in the atmosphere. Each phase of the water cycle is explored in depth from the way water moves in a particular system, to the
chemical processes it undergoes, to its transfer to the next phase in the
cycle.
Pielou, a research scientist, biologist, and naturalist, believes water
is more than just a "natural resource." Pielou believes water is the lifeblood of all living things and an integral part of our planet. Fresh Water
attempts to explain how the water system works in a technical yet very
readable manner. The book describes how water works, how it flows,
how it freezes, how it moves, what it is made of, and what organisms
call it home. It describes the processes we see all around us in the
natural world in depth, explaining each as it goes and building upon
the last as it moves though the water cycle. Along the way Pielou describes the scientific tools researchers use to study water in all its forms
and what science has taught us thus far about fresh water.

